
AP Calculus 2017-2018 
Ms. McAlarney (aka Ms. Mac) 
Email: kmcalarney@cohassetk12.org 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus is a college-level course that develops students’ 
understanding of the concepts of calculus (functions, graphs, limits, derivatives and integrals) 
and provides experience with its methods and applications. The course encourages the 
geometric, numerical, analytical, and verbal expression of concepts, results, and problems. 
Because this is an AP course, the curriculum is set by the AP Board and all students are 
required to take the AP Calculus exam.  As a college-level course, this course is demanding 
and rigorous. 
 
 
TEXTBOOK 
We will be using Calculus Concepts and Contexts, 3rd edition, by Stewart.  The textbook is 
not required for the course but may be purchased by the student. 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS AND CLASSROOM POLICIES 
Each student will be held to high expectations at all times. The following expectations and 
policies serve as the foundation for effective learning in the classroom. 
1. Respect yourself, each other and me at all times.  In particular, listen when others are 
speaking. This is the golden rule for any classroom. 
2. Conversations should be limited to discussions of the topics we are studying.  Classroom 
discussions are CRITICAL to your learning.  Be prepared to listen and participate.  
3. Be prepared for class every day by completing your homework each night.  THIS IS NOT 
OPTIONAL.  You MUST do your homework every night. 
4. Cell phones and iPods are not allowed in class and need to be put away.  
5. If you have a question, ask it. Every question is important! 
6.  Last but not least, you need to make this class a priority.  Do not assume you can just 
“catch up over the weekend”.  It rarely works that way in Calculus.  If you fall behind, it will be 
very difficult to catch up.  But if you stay on top of your work and keep yourself timely, you will 
discover a wonderful class that you will look forward to every day! 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
•    Loose leaf binder with paper 
•    Graphing calculator (Ti-84 Plus or Silver) 



 
 
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS  
Regular practice is the key to success in nearly every endeavor. This is especially true in 
mathematics, where assignments and homework serve as daily practice. You cannot do 
well in this course if you do not do your homework!!!  Homework will be assigned every 
night and will be reviewed at the beginning of each class period.  Homework will be 
periodically collected and graded.  You MUST do your homework each night. 
 
 
ABSENCES  
If you are absent, you will assume the responsibility to find out what work and notes you 
missed while absent and complete those tasks promptly.  After your return to school, you will 
be allowed one day per day absent to complete all missing material.  If you are absent the 
class before a test/quiz, expect to take the test/quiz on the regularly schedule day (this 
means you must review on your own).  If you are absent the day of a test/quiz, expect to take 
the test/quiz on the 1st day you return.   
 
 
ASSESSMENTS 
Quizzes will be given regularly and will consist of problems similar to those assigned for 
homework (and discussed) and/or used as examples during previous class sessions. 
Homework that is collected and graded will also count as a quiz.  Tests will be given at the 
end of each chapter or major part of a chapter.  Grading will be as follows:  quizzes 40%, 
tests 50%, and homework 10%.  After the AP exam, students will study additional calculus 
topics and will also work on summative projects. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL HELP 
I will be after school at least one afternoon a week for a long study time and will post that day 
on the classroom door and on the side whiteboard in the classroom each week.  I am also 
available during Utility Period and am available by email for homework help.  
 
 
CONTACTING ME 
Students/Parents/Guardians:  If you need to get in touch with me, please email me at 
kmcalarney@cohassetk12.org.  
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